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into the subject, whereby the unconscious images are
activated. These images are archaic forms of expression,
which become symbols, and appear in their turn as
equivalents for relatively depreciated objects,
This process is in any case as old as mankind;
symbols appear among the relics of prehistoric man, just
as they abound among the lowest living types of to-day,
Clearly, therefore, a biological function of supreme import-
ance must also be concerned in this symbol-forming
process. Since the symbol can come to life only at the
expense of a relative depreciation of the object, it follows
that its purpose is also concerned with object depreciation,
If the object had an unconditional value, it would also be
absolutely determining for the subject, thereby entirely
prohibiting all subjective freedom of action, since even a
relative freedom could no longer exist in the presence of
unconditional determination by the object. The condition
of absolute relatedness to the object is synonymous with a
complete externali2ation of the process of consciousness,
i.e. with an identification of subject and object, whereby
every possibility of cognition is destroyed. In attenuated
form this condition still exists to-day among the primitives.
The so-called projections that are familiar enough in our
analytical practice are also mere residua of this original
identity of subject and object.
The prohibition and exclusion of all cognition and
conscious experience which results from such a state
means a considerable sacrifice of the power of adaptation,
and this weights the scales heavily against man, who is
already handicapped by his natural defencelessness and by
a progeny which for many years has a relative inferiority
to that of other animals. But the cognitionless state also
means a dangerous inferiority, from the standpoint of
affectivity, because an identity of feeling with the object
possesses the following disadvantages. Firstly, any object

